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If you liked this coloring page, then check the peachtreecitymagazine.com website for updates 
and more free downloads! Send us a photo of your colored page and we’ll post it on the website 

and on our Peachtree City Magazine App. Your child will be delighted to be published!
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Dear Parents,
   It is always important to talk to children about the things going on in the world around 
them, especially scary things. The challenge is to tell them what they need to know to 
stay safe without making them more frightened. Not talking to them about scary things 
will cause children to make up their own story of what is going on. That can create big-
ger problems for them and you because most children have vivid imaginations.
   Let Manny the Manatee help you talk to your children about the Covid 19 virus. Tell 
them that even though Manny is not a real Manatee that swims in the water, he is like 
some of their stuffed animals, and we can pretend he is real because what he is saying is 
smart and true.

Joyce E. Divinyi, Licensed Professional Counselor
divinyi@mindspring.com   770-595-7104  www.joycedivinyi.net

Cathy Nelson lives on a farm in north Georgia. Her love for horses and art have provided her great plea-
sure throughout her life. She works in the Media Department in an elementary school and spends as much 
time as possible taking outdoor photography and creating custom designed cards. 
 When asked to do this illustration of Manny, she said, “ I’d love to do that. My family loves Manny 
and every time we go down to Peachtree City we can’t wait to see what costume Manny is wearing. He 
always gets us smiling. Cathy can be contacted at: Paunchy Pony Studio, thePaunchyPony65@gmail.com. 

A Reason To Smile
We are often asked: Why a manatee mailbox, and the simple answer is—to make you 
smile.
 There is a backstory to the placing of Manny the Manatee on the corner of 
North Peachtree Parkway and Walt Banks Road.
 In 2014, I met my wife Sheila. Our lives became so much brighter as we got 
to know each other. Happiness was obvious to everyone who knew us. People knew the 
tragic loss we shared, the death of a spouse. Mine was “the long goodby” as my wife 
lost a seven-year battle with Alzheimer’s. Sheila’s loss was in the blink of an eye from 
a heart attack.
 Our relationship has given us a reason to smile again. In 2015, I needed to 
replace my mailbox. For years, while visiting my business partner’s vacation home in the 
Florida Keys, I would see manatee mailboxes. The things cracked me up. I was in a very happy place and wanted 
to do something fun. Manny arrived in May 2015. I placed him at his present location on the weekend; and on 
Monday morning, the Peachtree City Police and Code Enforcement were at my door. I knew I had not violated 
any subdivision or city ordinances, but you never know.
 Thankfully, they were only interested in Manny’s story. I told them Manny is on this corner to bring 
smiles. They took their picture with arms around Manny. With the blessing of the Code Enforcement and protec-
tion of the Peachtree City Police and Fire Department, Manny has a home in The Bubble!

- Richard Bearden
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